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training   is  one   which   tends   to   encourage
veracity and the honest pursuit of truth, and
to produce a dislike of hasty conclusions and
slovenly investigation.    And I have reasonable
ground for supposing that he knows the truth
of what he is saying, for although  I am no
chemist, I can be made to understand so much
of the methods and processes of the science as
makes it conceivable to me that, without ceasing
to be man, I might verify the statement     1
may never actually verify it, or even see any
experiment which goes towards verifying  it;
but still I have quite reason enough to justify
me in believing that the verification is within
the reach of human appliances and powers, and
in particular that it has been actually performed
by  my informant.    His result,  the belief to
which he has been led by his inquiries, is valid
not  only for  himself but   for  others;   it   is
watched and tested by those who are working
in the same ground, and who know that  no
greater service can be rendered to science than
the  purification of accepted  results from  the
errors which may have crept into them.    It is
in this way that the result becomes common
property, a right object of belief, which  is a
social   affair  and   matter  of public   business,
Thus it is to be observed that his authority is
valid because there are those who question It
and verify it; that it is precisely this process of